 “Once the emotions have been aroused, then we wish for knowledge about the object of our emotional response.  It is more important to pave the way for the child to want to know than to put him on a diet of facts he is not ready to assimilate. Don’t hesitate to share the wonder with your child.” 
Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder
Imagination is more important than knowledge.
Imagination is everything. It is the preview of life's coming attractions. 
Albert Einstein
Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better. 
Albert Einstein
No problem can be solved from the same level of consciousness that created it. 
Our task must be to free ourselves by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature and its beauty. 
Albert Einstein
The only real valuable thing is intuition. 
Albert Einstein
There are two ways to live: you can live as if nothing is a miracle; you can live as if everything is a miracle. 
Albert Einstein
We can't solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we used when we created them. We shall require a substantially new manner of thinking if mankind is to survive. 
Albert Einstein
The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination. 
Albert Einstein
To raise new questions, new possibilities, to regard old problems from a new angle, requires creative imagination and marks real advance in science. 
Albert Einstein
In the end we will conserve only what we love. We will love only what we understand. We will understand only what we are taught. Baba Dioum
The power of imagination makes us infinite. John Muir
Come forth into the light of things, let nature be your teacher. 
William Wordsworth
Earth and sky, woods and fields, lakes and rivers, the mountain and the sea, are excellent schoolmasters, and teach some of us more than we can ever learn from books. 
John Lubbock
Earth laughs in flowers. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson
He is richest who is content with the least, for content is the wealth of nature. 
Socrates
I go to nature to be soothed and healed, and to have my senses put in order. 
John Burroughs
In all things of nature there is something of the marvelous. 
Aristotle
In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks. 
John Muir
Knowing trees, I understand the meaning of patience. Knowing grass, I can appreciate persistence. 
Hal Borland
One must ask children and birds how cherries and strawberries taste. 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
Sunshine is delicious, rain is refreshing, wind braces us up, snow is exhilarating; there is really no such thing as bad weather, only different kinds of good weather. 
John Ruskin
The world is mud-luscious and puddle-wonderful. 
e. e. cummings
There are always flowers for those who want to see them. 
Henri Matisse
There are no passengers on spaceship earth. We are all crew. 
Marshall McLuhan
To me a lush carpet of pine needles or spongy grass is more welcome than the most luxurious Persian rug. 
Helen Keller
We do not see nature with our eyes, but with our understandings and our hearts. 
William Hazlitt
Earth, Teach Me

Earth teach me quiet ~ as the grasses are still with new light.
Earth teach me suffering ~ as old stones suffer with memory.
Earth teach me humility ~ as blossoms are humble with beginning.
Earth teach me caring ~ as mothers nurture their young.
Earth teach me courage ~ as the tree that stands alone.
Earth teach me limitation ~ as the ant that crawls on the ground.
Earth teach me freedom ~ as the eagle that soars in the sky.
Earth teach me acceptance ~ as the leaves that die each fall.
Earth teach me renewal ~ as the seed that rises in the spring.
Earth teach me to forget myself ~ as melted snow forgets its life.
Earth teach me to remember kindness ~ as dry fields weep with rain.
Treat the earth well.
It was not given to you by your parents,
it was loaned to you by your children.
We do not inherit the Earth from our Ancestors,
we borrow it from our Children.

Ancient Indian Proverb
Certain things catch your eye,
But pursue only those that capture your heart.
old indian saying

Thanksgiving

We return thanks to our mother, the earth,
which sustains us.
We return thanks to the rivers and streams,
which supply us with water.
We return thanks to all herbs,
which furnish medicines for the cure of our diseases.
We return thanks to the moon and stars,
which have given to us their light when the sun was gone.
We return thanks to the sun,
that has looked upon the earth with a beneficent eye.
Lastly, we return thanks to the Great Spirit,
in Whom is embodied all goodness,
and Who directs all things for the good of Her children.


The Indian Ten Commandments
Treat the Earth and all that dwell therein with respect 
Remain close to the Great Spirit 
Show great respect for your fellow beings 
Work together for the benefit of all Mankind 
Give assistance and kindness wherever needed 
Do what you know to be right 
Look after the well-being of Mind and Body 
Dedicate a share of your efforts to the greater Good 
Be truthful and honest at all times 
Take full responsibility for your actions 


Valerie Andrews, A Passion for this Earth
"As a child, one has that magical capacity to move among the many eras of the earth; to see the land as an animal does; to experience the sky from the perspective of a flower or a bee; to feel the earth quiver and breathe beneath us; to know a hundred different smells of mud and listen unself- consciously to the soughing of the trees."

The Audubon Nature Preschool
"Children are born naturalists. They explore the world with all of their senses, experiment in the environment, and communicate their discoveries to those around them."

Zenobia Barlow, “Confluence of Streams”
"Children are born with a sense of wonder and an affinity for Nature.  Properly cultivated, these values can mature into ecological literacy, and eventually   into sustainable patterns of living."

"One of the most important resources that a garden makes available for use, is the gardener's own body. A garden gives the body the dignity of working in its own support. It is a way of rejoining the human race."

Wendell Berry Ernest Becker 
"When we understand that man is the only animal who must create meaning, who must open a wedge into neutral nature, we already understand the essence of love. Love is the problem of an animal who must find life, create a dialogue with nature in order to experience his own being."

H. Bennett
"Take care of the land and the land will take care of you."

Thomas Berry, The Dream of the Earth
"Teaching children about the natural world should be seen as one of the most important events in their lives." 

Wendell Berry
"Our Children no longer learn how to read the great book of Nature from their own direct experience, or how to interact creatively with the seasonal transformations of the planet. They seldom learn where their water comes from or where it goes. We no longer coordinate our human celebration with the great liturgy of the heavens."

Rachel Carson
"Only within the moment of time represented by the present century has one species -- man -- acquired significant power to alter the nature of his world."

Rachel Carson
"It is a wholesome and necessary thing for us to turn again to the earth and in the contemplation of her beauties to know of wonder and humility."

Rachel Carson
Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will endure as long as life lasts. There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature ‑ the assurance that dawn comes after night, and spring after the winter. 

Rachel Carson
"Those who dwell, as scientists or laymen, among the beauties and mysteries of the earth are never alone or weary of life."

Rachel Carson
"A child’s world is fresh and new and beautiful, full of wonder and excitement. It is our misfortune that for most of us that clear-eyed vision, that true instinct for what is beautiful, is dimmed and even lost before we reach adulthood."

Rachel Carson, "A Sense of Wonder"
"Play, Incorporating Animistic and Magical Thinking Is Important Because It:
Fosters the healthy, creative and emotional growth of a child;
Forms the best foundation for later intellectual growth.
Provides a way in which children get to know the world and creates possibilities for different ways of responding to it.
"By suggestion and example, I believe children can be helped to hear the many voices about them.  Take Time to listen and talk about the voices of the earth and what they mean—the majestic voice of thunder, the winds, the sound of surf or flowing streams."

Rachel Carson
 "For the child. . . it is not half so important to know as to feel. If facts are the seeds that later produce knowledge and wisdom, then the emotions and the impressions of the senses are the fertile soil in which the seeds must grow. The years of early childhood are the time to prepare the soil. Once the emotions have been aroused - a sense of the beautiful, the excitement of the new and the unknown, a feeling of sympathy, pity, admiration or love - then we wish for knowledge about the object of our emotional response . . . It is more important to pave the way for a child to want to know than to put him on a diet of facts that he is not ready to assimilate."

Rachel Carson
"If a child is to keep his inborn sense of wonder, he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and mystery of the world we live in."

Center for Families, Communities, Schools and Children’s Learning.
“Children learn best through their everyday experiences with the people they love and trust, and when the learning is fun. And the best place for these experiences is outdoors, in the natural world.” 

Chinese Proverb
"No shade. tree?  Blame not the sun but yourself."

Alan Dyer, “A Sense of Adventure”
"Children the world over have a right to a childhood filled with beauty, joy, adventure, and companionship. They will grow toward ecological literacy if the soil they are nurtured in is rich with experience, love, and good examples."

Ralph Waldo Emerson
"Everything in nature contains all the power of nature. Everything is made of one hidden stuff."

Ralph Waldo Emerson
"When I go into the garden with a spade, and dig a bed, I feel such an exhilaration and health that I discover that I have been defrauding myself all this time in letting others do for me what I should have done with my own hands."

Ralph Waldo Emerson
"To laugh often and love much; to win the respect of intelligent persons and the affection of children; to earn the approbation of honest citizens and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to give of one's self; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to have played and laughed with enthusiasm and sung with exultation; to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived - this is to have succeeded."

Ralph Waldo Emerson
"In the woods we return to reason and faith."

Ralph Waldo Emerson
"What is a weed? A plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered."

Anne Frank
"The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or unhappy is to go outside, somewhere where they can be quiet, alone with the heavens, nature and God. Because only then does one feel that all is as it should be and that God wishes to see people happy, amidst the simple beauty of nature."

Buckminster Fuller
"Now there is one outstandingly important fact regarding Spaceship Earth, and that is that no instruction book came with it."

Thomas Fuller
"He that plants a tree loves others beside himself."

Galileo
"The sun, with all those plants revolving around it and dependent upon it, can still ripen a bunch of grapes as if it had nothing else in the universe to do."

Mohandas K. Gandhi
"To forget how to dig the earth and to tend the soil is to forget ourselves."

Jose Ortega y Gasset
"I am myself and what is around me; and if I do not save it, it shall not save me."

Murray Gell-Mann 
"Today the network of relationships linking the human race to itself and to the rest of the biosphere is so complex that all aspects affect all others to an extraordinary degree. Someone should be studying the whole system, however crudely that has to be done, because no gluing together of partial studies of a complex nonlinear system can give a good idea of the behavior of the whole."

Genesis 1: 12 
"The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which Is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.:

Advertisement: Go RVing.
"Along with milk and vegetables, kids need a steady diet of rocks and worms
Rocks need skipping.
Holes need digging.
Water needs splashing.
Bugs and frogs and slimy stuff need finding"

Deb Matthews Hensley, early childhood consultant
"As children observe, reflect, record, and share nature’s patterns and rhythms, they are participating in a process that promotes scientific and ecological awareness, problem solving, and creativity."

Linda Hogan 
There is a way that nature speaks, that land speaks. Most of the time we are simply not patient enough, quiet enough, to pay attention to the story.

Oliver Wendell Holmes 
On every stem, on every leaf ... and at the root of everything that grew, was a professional specialist in the shape of grub, caterpillar, aphis, or other expert, whose business it was to devour that particular part.

Thomas Jefferson
I never before knew the full value of trees. Under them I breakfast, dine, write, read and receive my company.

Helen Keller 
"To me a lush carpet of pine needles or spongy grass is more welcome than the most luxurious Persian rug."

Stephen R. Kellert, School of Forestry and environmental studies, Yale University.     
The middle years - roughly six to twelve –] is a time of greatly expanded interest, curiosity and capacity for assimilating knowledge and understanding the natural world. Rapid cognitive and intellectual growth occurs, including many critical thinking skills achieved through interaction and coping in the nonhuman environment.
Intellectual development at this stage is especially facilitated by direct contact with nearby natural settings, where a world of exploration, imagination and discovery becomes increasingly evident to the child.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
The time is always ripe to do what is right 

Lucy Larcom
He who plants a tree plants a hope.

Aldo Leopold
Acts of creation are ordinarily reserved for gods and poets. To plant a pine, one need only own a shovel.

James Russell Lowell 
A weed is no more than a flower in disguise.

Margaret Mead
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.

Enos A. Mills
 The forests are the flag's of Nature. They appeal to all and awaken inspiring universal feelings. Enter the forest and the boundaries of nations are forgotten. It may be that sometime an immortal pine will be the flag of a united and peaceful world.

Claude Monet 
The richness I achieve comes from Nature, the source of my inspiration.

Robin Moore and Herbert H. Wong: Natural Learning:                                               
Creating Environments for Discovering Nature’s Children live an imaginary life, and creating a place where they can have fun in a very free way can motivate them and expand their horizons. “

Robin C. Moore and Herb H Wong
 “Children have a natural affinity towards nature. Dirt, water, plants, and small animals attract and hold children’s attention for hours, days, even a lifetime.” 

J. Sterling Morton
The cultivation of trees is the cultivation of the good, the beautiful and the ennobling in man.

J. Sterling Morton
Each generation takes the earth as trustees. We ought to bequeath to posterity as many forests and orchards as we have exhausted and consumed. 

John Muir 
Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. 
Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into trees.
The winds will blow their own freshness into you... 
while cares will drop off like autumn leaves.

John Muir
The clearest way into the universe is through a forest wilderness. 

John Muir
Let children walk with Nature, let them see the beautiful blendings and communions of death and life, their joyous inseparable unity, as taught in woods and meadows, plains and mountains and streams of our blessed star, and they will learn that death is stingless indeed, and as beautiful as life.

Theodore Roszak, The Voice of the Earth
What do parents owe their young that is more important than a warm and trusting connection to the Earth...? 

Theodore Roosevelt
To exist as a nation, to prosper as a state, and to live as a people, we must have trees. 

E. Merrill Root 
We need a renaissance of wonder. We need to renew, in our hearts and in our souls, the deathless dream, the eternal poetry, the perennial sense that life is miracle and magic 

Rabindranath Tagore
Trees are the earth's endless effort to speak to the listening heaven.

Edwin Way Teale 
Looking at life through the eyes of a Daddy long legs: “Imagine walking on legs so long you could cover a mile in fifty strides! Imagine looking to either side through eyes set not in your head but in a... hump in your back! Imagine your knees, when you walked, working a dozen feet or more above your head.” 

Henry David Thoreau 
Nature will bear the closest inspection. She invites us to lay our eye level with her smallest leaf, and take an insect view of its plain.

Henry David Thoreau 
I was determined to know beans. 

Henry David Thoreau 
If a man walks in the woods for love of them half of each day, he is in danger of being regarded as a loafer. But if he spends his days as a speculator, shearing off those woods and making the earth bald before her time, he is deemed an industrious and enterprising citizen.

Unknown 
I am the heat of your hearth, the shade screening you from the sun: I am the beam that holds your house, the board of your table, I am the handle of your hoe, the door of your homestead, the wood of your cradle, and the shell of your coffin. I am the gift of God and the friend of Man.

Kurt Vonnegut
If people think that nature is their friend, then they sure don’t need an enemy.

Walt Whitman 
I believe a leaf of grass is no less than the journey-work of the stars.
Walt Whitman

There was a child went forth everyday,
And the first object he look’d upon, that object he became. 
And that object became part of him for the day or a certain part of the day, Or for many years or stretching cycles of years.
Winnebago Saying
Holy Mother Earth, the trees and all nature, are witnesses of our thoughts and deeds. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 
Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature. It will never fail you.

Frank Lloyd Wright
The best friend on earth of man is the tree: When we use the tree respectfully and economically, we have one of the greatest resources of the earth.

Zeno
The goal of life is living in agreement with nature. A few minutes ago every tree was excited, bowing to the roaring storm, waving, swirling, tossing their branches in glorious enthusiasm like worship. But though to the outer ear these trees are now silent, their songs never cease. 



Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. 
John Muir 

Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where nature may heal and give strength to body and soul. 
John Muir 

God has cared for these trees, saved them from drought, disease, avalanches, and a thousand tempests and floods. But he cannot save them from fools. 
John Muir 

How glorious a greeting the sun gives the mountains! 
John Muir 

I never saw a discontented tree. They grip the ground as though they liked it, and though fast rooted they travel about as far as we do. 
John Muir 

In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks. 
John Muir 

Keep close to Nature's heart... and break clear away, once in awhile, and climb a mountain or spend a week in the woods. Wash your spirit clean. 
John Muir 

Take a course in good water and air; and in the eternal youth of Nature you may renew your own. Go quietly, alone; no harm will befall you. 
John Muir 

The gross heathenism of civilization has generally destroyed nature, and poetry, and all that is spiritual. 
John Muir 

The mountains are calling and I must go. 
John Muir 

The power of imagination makes us infinite. 
John Muir 

Trees go wandering forth in all directions with every wind, going and coming like ourselves, traveling with us around the sun two million miles a day, and through space heaven knows how fast and far! 
John Muir 

When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe. 
John Muir
“Without continuous hands-on experience, it is impossible for children to acquire a deep intuitive understanding of the natural world that is the foundation of sustainable development. ….A critical aspect of the present-day crisis in education is that children are becoming separated from daily experience of the natural world, especially in larger cities.” -Natural Learning, Creating Environments for Rediscovering Nature’s Way of Teaching, Robin C. Moore and Herb H. Wong

Humankind has not woven the web of life.  We are but one thread within it.  Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.  All things are bound together.  All things connect.  ~Chief Seattle, 1855

 Never does nature say one thing and wisdom another.  ~Juvenal, Satires 

Zenobia Barlow, “Confluence of Streams”
"Children are born with a sense of wonder and an affinity for Nature.  Properly cultivated, these values can mature into ecological literacy, and eventually   into sustainable patterns of living."

Alan Dyer, “A Sense of Adventure”
"Children the world over have a right to a childhood filled with beauty, joy, adventure, and companionship. They will grow toward ecological literacy if the soil they are nurtured in is rich with experience, love, and good examples."

